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WWW.WATERFORDCASTLERESORT.COM

Past and present come together at 
Waterford Castle, where a rich and 
robust history blends seamlessly 

with contemporary comfort and luxury 
to make it a key component of Ireland’s 
Ancient East.

Located on a private island in the River 
Suir, the centuries-old site of Waterford 
Castle sits just downstream from its 
namesake city, the oldest city in the Em-
erald Isle and is only a two minute private 
car ferry ride from the mainland. 

Originally erected as a single stone tower 
during medieval times, the island was inhab-
ited by monks from the sixth to the eighth 
century. It was then taken by the Danes during 
the Viking era. A long line of the Anglo-Nor-
man Fitzgerald family owned and occupied 
the spot for another eight centuries.

Waterford Castle was transformed into 
a luxurious resort in the late 1980’s. The 
castle has evolved into an extraordinary, 

internationally renowned destination, 
with magnificent halls and rooms, each 
ordained with fine art, period furniture 
and fixtures. Unique details can be found 
at every angle from ornate original plaster 
ceilings to Elizabethan stone fireplaces. 

In 2015 the new proprietor, an Irish man, 
has taken the facility to new levels, “This 
has been an exceptional project, in that all 
of our additions and refurbishments aim to 
showcase the castle’s unique personality,” 
says spokesperson Bernadette Walsh. “Our 
team’s enthusiasm, professionalism and 
genuine love of the resort have made this a 
project from the heart.” 

Restoration of the castle’s historic 
furnishings and décor, with the addition 
of a collection of contemporaneous 
pieces, has been a priority.  Recently it 
was decided to work in collaboration with 
Waterford Crystal to procure their finest 
chandeliers fitting to such a grand Castle. 

Munster Room Restaurant 
Critically acclaimed in the 2015 Michelin 
Guide and two AA Rosette accredited, 
the warm ambience, oak paneled walls 
and extensive wine cellar makes this the 
perfect dining option. The award-winning 
culinary team uses only the finest local 
produce and create a truly memorable 
fine dining experience, offering traditional 
vintage afternoon tea, seasonal lunch and 
dinner menus with private dining options.

Weddings at The Island Resort
With the stunning setting and the famous 
Irish homespun hospitality, more and more 
couples are keen to get married on the 
private island resort, offering exclusive 
Castle Weddings. Wedding parties have 
the option of exclusive use of the Castle 
and lodges for the ultimate experience of 
privacy in a truly romantic and picturesque 
setting. “Our mandate is to be the premier 
wedding venue in Ireland,” notes Walsh. “Lots 
of American couples, who have Irish heritage, 
travel here for a destination wedding. We also 
host many Australian, Canadian and of course, 
our local Irish and Europeans couples.” 

Renovations will continue with the 
building of an Island Spa. While upgrades 
carry on, Waterford Castle retains its old-
world charm and integrity. As it was when 
the monks first settled the island 1400 
years ago, guests and visitors are invited 
to “leave your worries at the shore.”

Luxury 
accommodation 
on a private 
island in 
Ireland’s 
Ancient East

‘The Bridgewater’ which was 
installed in the Great Hall is the last 
chandelier of its kind to be made at 
Waterford Crystal.

Hotel &  
Golf Resort

Waterford 
Castle 

Resort Activities
Guests are welcome to enjoy an as-
sortment of engaging activities. The 
resort offers an 18 hole championship 
golf course, a golf performance centre, 
tennis, clay pigeon shooting, falconry, 
croquet, playground, nature trails and 
kids’ club (on selected dates). The new 
owner has expanded the nature walking 
and biking trails to allow access to the 
Island Lighthouse. Experience the beau-
ty of a vast array of wildlife from the res-
ident deer, fox, badgers, hare, pheasants, 
peacocks, a siege of herons, swans and 
ducks - a bird watcher’s paradise.

Recent changes have included an 
€100,000 investment to upgrade to the 
Island’s Des Smyth-designed, 18-hole 
championship golf course. A short-game 
area has been added with a state of the 
art golf performance centre offering 
custom fittings and much more.

Family Lodge Experience
Today, guests can choose to stay either 
inside the original castle’s 19 individually 
decorated luxurious bedrooms or in one 
of the 45 self-catering family friendly 
Resort’s lodges located a short walk 
from the Castle on the 310 acre island.


